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What will we cover today? 

 Details of the governments work with regard to making Connected & 

Autonomous Vehicles (CAV's) a reality for the UK 

 Gain an understanding of some of the Government backed consortia 

and why AXA & other insurers are involved in these 

 Discuss possible impacts of CAV's on the current insurance market, 

including changes to Motor and Public/Products Liability 

 How the UK Insurance industry is responding and the workings of the 

ABI ADIG 

 Possible Timelines for the various stages of Driver assistance 

systems moving through to fully autonomous driving 

 

Driverless Cars! 





 

Googles Driverless Car 
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The UK Will become a centre of excellence for 

Connected & Autonomous Driving, increasing 

production to 2.4 Million Vehicles per years in 

2030 (currently 1.6m per year) 

Based on Current Trends it is expected that all 

vehicles produced in the UK by 2027 will be 

equipped with a level of automation that will 

mean the driver will not need to monitor the 

dynamic driving task or environment at all 

times but will need to be in a position to 

resume control throughout 

25% penetration of fully autonomous vehicles 

by 2030 

Wider market impact on integrated transport, 

vehicles as a service, telecommunications 

industry, service provision, insurance, 

planning and public benefits 

The annual economic benefits by 2040 are 

projected to be more than double those in 

2030 at £121 billion due to the greater number 

of fully autonomous vehicles on UK Roads 

Projected UK Economic Overview 
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Two Rounds of Investment so far 

Our First was the Venturer Project; 

 A Bristol-based consortium exploring the feasibility of 

driverless cars in the UK, VENTURER has been trialling 

autonomous vehicles.  Promising reduced pollution, 

congestion and accidents, the potential societal benefits 

are significant – and the repercussions for insurers 

could be profound. 

 

Government Backed Consortia 
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Testing technology plus a focus on legal and 

insurance implications 



  

 Milton Keynes – UK Autodrive 
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Vehicle Technologies and looking at integrating 

vehicles into urban environments 



1. To develop an understanding and 

articulation of user needs and expectations 

of CAVs in order to maximise the mobility 

potential they pose. 

2. To develop usable adaptive interfaces, 

performance certification processes and 

products and services that enable secure, 

trustworthy and private technology within 

CAVs. 

3. To capture the data created by CAVs to 

develop innovative new tools and products. 

4. To leverage existing investment to expand 

validation and test capabilities in both 

urban and interurban networked 

environments and enhance the commercial 

opportunities this will deliver. 
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 Back to Bristol & Venturer…. 



Venturer Approach  
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• Research on actual impacts  

• Public policy regulation & liability 

• Road & traffic scenarios of increasing 

complexity & risk in real-life situation  

• Opinions & preferences of drivers, 

passengers, other road users  

• Technical standards and regulations 

• Vehicle technology linked to required 

infrastructure adaptations 

• Other in-vehicle services (e.g. 

infotainment) and owner/user models 

• Bundling with low carbon and 

Intelligent Mobility to deliver multiple 

benefits within Smart City framework  



Venturer Trials 

https://youtu.be/k1JRmMA7NqU 

 

Automated Vehicle Research Study - Findings, 
Recommendations and Actions 14 

https://youtu.be/k1JRmMA7NqU


 

Our Project Prospectus! 
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The 4 ‘T’s! 
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The 4 ‘T’s! 
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Bristol is Open! 

www.bristolisopen.com 
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The 4 ‘T’s! 
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“There seems to be a relative consensus that the 

technology involved with autonomous vehicles will add 

significant cost to consumer vehicles placing them, 

initially at least, at the higher end of the market“ 
 

The Guardian – July 2014 

“Consumer versions are likely to cost the same as a 

premium saloon or sports car initially, before they reach 

a more mass-market cost.” 

 

The Telegraph – February 2015 

“When they do go on sale, experts predict that the cost 

for the technology will add between £4,000 and £7,000 to 

a car’s price tag” 

 

Costs associated with automated technologies 
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Isn’t this all going to be very expensive? 



 

Need Conectivity as well as Autonomy! 
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Connectivity Brings New Risks! 
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The 4 ‘T’s! 
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Defined Levels of Automation… 
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Phases of automation 

35 When will the greatest impacts occur? 



 

Getting the Right People involved? 
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ADIG 
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If not mandatory comprehensive cover, how to ensure the “innocent user/disengaged driver” does 

not become a new class of uninsured driver? 

Is the current wording of s.145(3) RTA (ie “use of the vehicle”) fit for purpose for the foreseeable 

future? 

“use” has a precise technical meaning in the context of compulsory insurance. Is operating a 

vehicle in an automated or autonomous mode a “use” in that established sense? 

who is the “user” when the automation is engaged – the disengaged driver, the keeper or the 

vehicle manufacturer? 

will it be more disruptive to bend our understanding of “use” to include operating a vehicle in an 

automated or autonomous mode or to distinguish clearly between the two? 

thus should operating a vehicle in an automated or autonomous mode be regarded as a 

distinct/new category of activity requiring compulsory insurance in addition to “use” above)? 

would creation of a distinct category in fact permit a more flexible / light touch approach to 

enabling provisions and subsidiary regulation (and evolution of those regulations to keep pace 

with future developments) than a process of reinterpretation of statute? 

would creation of a new category make clearer the need for extended compulsory insurance to 

provide for innocent injured third parties and injured disengaged drivers, and to provide additional 

rights for such drivers and their compensating insurers if a product liability claim is required, or is 

it unnecessary/the existing legal framework is sufficient?  

 

ADIG Questions for consideration  



 

Convincing the Government (s) 

Regulatory Position and Consultations 
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Modern Transport Bill 
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From ADAS to Automated Driving 



Driver Confusion = Worried Insurers! 

There is great confusion around driver responsibility which must be cleared up. 

In reality it could be described in a simplified binary definition as above. In the 

fullness of time a ‘Fully Automated’ category would be added where the car can 

not be operated at any time by the occupants, truly driverless. 



 

Other Threats & opportunities? 
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Ten Year Prediction of Crash Severity 



 

Big Ben this is Rubber Duck…. 
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The Commercial Vehicle Space 
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Estimated  annual cost savings 



Estimated Savings over 10 years 
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Not if but when! 





 

Thankyou for Listening 



Social Networking! 

@AXA_Broker 

@AXADavidW 


